
Faculty Member Contact Information 
Name: Dr. Ayse Evrnsel  

Department:  Economics & Finance           Phone Number:  618-650-2592 

E-mail Address: aevrens@siue.edu             Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student? 2 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.)  

 

Which of the following apply to this position?     
 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 
How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? Yes 

For which course?  If students are from another School and the School recognizes our department's Independent 

Study course  

How many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
We'd meet in AH 3139 for group meetings to distribute tasks and discuss the results; otherwise, students can prepare 

the work anywhere. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I've had a research project on the Real Business Cycle Theory (a macroeconomic subject) a couple of years ago. As 

often happens in research, other papers gained momentum and I had to put this one on hold. I would like to pick up 

this subject again. Because the Real Business Cycle Theory explains the variation in a nation's income based on 

technological innovations, it is a very interesting subject. The contributions to the area of technological innovations 

range from Marx to Hayek and Schumpeter finally to some of the currently prominent macroeconomists. It is like 

solving a mystery, because one has to follow the movements in investment, employment, and production following a 

positive technological shock. 
 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
I already have a great collection of research covering most relevant areas of the Real Business Cycle Theory. 

Depending upon students' interests in one of the areas, I would like them to focus on specific areas in this extensive 

subject, read the material, and communicate to each other as well as to me what they are reading about and what it 

means in terms of explaining business cycles. Therefore, they would be doing content analysis and synthesis of how 

the various parts of the Real Business Cycle Theory fit.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 
learned by the end of this experience? 
One of the most important student realizations in undergraduate studies should be to understand the difficulty 

associated with having a consistent set of explanations to examine a complex phenomenon. Usually, the textbook 

style explanations provide the relevant knowledge to the student without demonstrating how we got there in terms of 

our knowledge. Therefore, one outcome is students' ability to explain a certain part of a complex subject. Through 

which steps did a discipline go to arrive at the current collection of knowledge? And which steps will be necessary 

to widen our horizon about this subject in the future? Experiencing the challenge and complexity associated with 

accumulating deeper knowledge about a subject and its realization are important goals here.  

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times:  
N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:  
Students should be highly interested in understanding technology, production, and diffusion as well as the workings 

of a national economy (Macroeconomics). 
 


